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Fourth Grade Program of Inquiry & Curriculum Map
PY 2025-2026

Theme (Transdisciplinary Theme)
Central ldea (Please copy the central idea from your UOI)

In this unit we will... (These are the simplified lines of inquiry, written shorter so parents can easily
understand)

ELA Module 1: Inventors at Work:
Science Connection: Innovation

Essential Question: What kinds of circumstances push
people to create new inventions?

Skills:

e Central Idea

e Summarize

e Author’s Purpose

* Point of View

e Listening Comprehension

Module 2: What a Story!

Language Arts Connection: Story Elements

Essential Question: How does genre affect the way a story
is told?

Reading

e Text and Graphic Features



e Synthesize

e Literary Elements

e Figurative Language

e Characters

e Listening Comprehension

Place value

Order of Operations

Adding Fractions and Mixed Numbers
Subtracting Fractions and Mixed Numbers

Conceptual Understanding: Numbers and data can help us
understand and organize information about our community.

Knowledge: Counting, comparing, and organizing data
(charts, tallies, graphs).

Skills: Problem-solving, representing data visually, applying
math to real-world contexts.

Key info:
Inventors throughout history
Engineering design process

Conceptual Understanding: Communities are built through
shared roles and responsibilities.

Knowledge: Types of community helpers, local community
features.
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_ Skills: Mapping, observation, collaboration, and reflection.

Performing Arts

Conceptual Understanding:
e Understand what it means to be part of an ensemble
e Understand how Laban Movement is used to explain
how movement is created.

Knowledge/Vocabulary: Ensemble, laban cube, flick, dab,
press, punch, wring, float, glide, slash, space, time, weight

Skills:
e Collaboration
e Active Listening
e Spatial Awareness
e Body Awareness
e Reflective Thinking

Conceptual Understanding: Art helps us represent and
celebrate our communities.

Knowledge: Shapes, colors, and symbols in art.

Skills: Drawing, painting, and designing community-themed
projects.

Conceptual Understanding: Physical activity builds
teamwork and personal responsibility.

Knowledge: Rules and strategies of group games.



Skills: Cooperation, coordination, and fair play.

Conceptual Understanding: Students understand that
basic Spanish expressions and vocabulary help them
communicate simple ideas and build foundational
language skills. They recognize that language patterns
such as letters, numbers, and colors form the basis for
more complex communication.

Knowledge: Vocabulary: basic expressions, greetings,
calendar terms, ABCs, colors, numbers. Concepts related
to everyday communication such as polite expressions
and classroom language.

Skills: Students will read, write, listen, and speak using
basic Spanish words and expressions. Students will
participate in short conversational exchanges using
greetings, colors, numbers, and simple phrases.

Conceptual Understanding: The environment influences
how communities are built and how they function.

Knowledge: Local habitats, weather, and natural resources.

Skills: Observing, recording data, and making connections to
human communities.

This year, in order to allow students to visit each specialist
weekly, time in the library has been reduced to 20 minutes
per session. This allows time for a short lesson, read aloud,



(A
»

&

book talk, or other activity that supports classroom learning.
During every session, students also:
e |Learn the structure of the library
e Practice following library rules and routines
e Select and check out a book
e Take ownership/responsibility for caring for books
and returning them on time

Theme Where We Are in Place and Time
Central ldea (Please copy the central idea from your UOI)

People adapt and migrate because of geographical challenges and opportunities in different places
and times.
In this unit we will... (These are the simplified lines of inquiry, written shorter so parents can easily
understand)

Module 3: Natural Disasters
Science Connection: Natural Disasters

Essential Question: How can learning about natural
disasters make us safer?

Reading Skills:

e Author’s Craft

e Make and Confirm Predictions




e Text Structure

e Figurative Language

e Content-Area Words

e Listening Comprehension

Module 4: The American West

Social Studies Connection: Westward Expansion
Essential Question: How did U.S. westward expansion affect
different groups in the nation?

Reading Skill:

e Author’s Craft

* Make and Confirm Predictions

e Text Structure

e Figurative Language

e Content-Area Words

e Listening Comprehension

Multiplying fractions and mixed numbers
Dividing fractions and mixed numbers

Key info:
Natural disasters
Migration and communities

Knowledge: Types of community helpers, local community
features.
Conceptual Understanding:
e Understand how the Laban efforts can be used to
express different emotions and characters
e Understand how movement can be used to
understand others




Knowledge/Vocabulary: Laban efforts, Laban cube, flick,
dab, punch, glide, float, slash, press, wring, expression

Skills:
e Body Awareness and control
e Critical Thinking
e Movementvocabulary
e Spatial Awareness
e Deeper emotional and character connection

Conceptual Understanding:

e Art cantell stories about migration, adaptation, and
community.

e Artists like Jacob Lawrence use color, shape, and
symbolism to represent human experiences.

e Visual art can express personal and cultural identity,
history, and movement.

Knowledge:

e |learn about Jacob Lawrence and his Migration
Series.

e How artists use imagery, symbols, and color to tell
stories.




e How migration and adaptation affect people and
communities.

Skills:

e Create artwork inspired by Jacob Lawrence’s
suitcase imagery, showing migration or personal
journeys.

e Use symbols, colors, and composition to show
movement, travel, or story.

e Reflect on and explain the meaning of the artwork.

e Connect personal orimagined experiences to broader
historical or cultural contexts.

Conceptional Learning: Learning the rules of the game, how
it unites the world, and the history of the sport of soccer.

Knowledge: Learning the different roles in soccer, how to
strategize and make quick decisions on the spot, and
learning the impact it has on different cultures around the
world.

Skills: They’ll be working on motor skills specifically
dribbling, passing, and kicking, from different areas of the
soccer court. Focus on using both sides of both feet to do
does moves mentioned.




Conceptual Understanding: Students understand that
descriptive vocabulary helps them explain the world
around them. They recognize that language allows them to
describe sensory details, clothing choices, and how people
move from one place to another.

Knowledge: Vocabulary: five senses, clothing items,
places, transportation words, opposites, body parts, parts
of the face. Words for sports, table wear, food, and
jobs/buildings.

Skills: Students will write and speak descriptive sentences
about people, places, and daily routines. Students will
engage in structured conversations using sensory
vocabulary, clothing, and transportation words.

Trimester 2
Theme Sharing the Planet

Central Idea: Human actions shape the balance of the natural world.

In this unit we will... (These are the simplified lines of inquiry, written shorter so parents can easily
understand)



Module 5: Project Earth

Science Connection: Conservation

Essential Question: How can caring for Earth and its living
things improve life now and in the future?
Reading Skills:

e Central Idea

e Ask and Answer Questions

e Author’s Purpose

e |deas and Support

e Author’s Craft

e Listening Comprehension

Module 6: Art for Everyone

Social Studies Connection: The Arts

Essential Question: How do different art forms impact
people in different ways?

Reading Skills:

e Author’s Craft

* Make Inferences

e Central ldea

e Text Structure

e Listening Comprehension

Decimals:

Understanding Thousandths

Comparing, Ordering, and Rounding Decimals
Decimals, Fractions, and Mixed Numbers

Four Operations of Decimals:
Adding Decimals
Subtracting Decimals
Multiplying Decimals



Multiplying Decimals by Tens, Hundreds, Thousands, and
Powers of Tens

Dividing Decimals

Dividing Decimals by Tens, Hundreds, and Thousands
Estimating Decimals

Converting Metric Units

Real-World Problems: Decimals

Centralldea: Human actions shape the balance of the
natural world.

Key concepts:

-- Properties of matter

-- The flow of matter and energy in ecosystems

-- How do people protect the environment?

-- How do people influence governments to preserve
individual rights and the common good?

-- Roles in ecosystems: Producers, consumers,
decomposers

Writing component: Persuasive essays
Conceptual Understanding:
e Understand how to create a story using only
movement
e Be able to describe how movement can be used in
storytelling.
Knowledge/Vocabulary: Laban efforts, Laban cube, flick,
dab, punch, glide, float, slash, press, wring, beginning,
middle, end

Skills:



e Communication Skills
e EmotionalIntelligence
e Audience Awareness
e Observational Skills

e Creative Thinking

Conceptual Understanding

e Humans’ actions affect the environment and the
balance of nature.

e Art can show the relationship between humans,
animals, and the natural world.

e Symbols, colors, and images can communicate ideas
about care, responsibility, and balance.

Knowledge

e How human actions can help or harm the
environment and animals.

e How artists use visual elements and symbols to
represent environmental ideas.

e Howto plan and organize artwork to communicate a
message about nature.

Skills

e Create artwork showing humans’ impact on the
environment.




e Use symbols, colors, and composition to express
balance orimbalance.

e Reflect on and explain the meaning of the artwork.

e Connect personal experiences or observations to
broader environmental themes.

Conceptual Learning: Students will learn how to play
basketball, which includes the rules of the game, history,
and skills needed to play. We will look at how the game of
basketball is played around the world and its impact.
Students will see how sports can be a way on how we share
the planet by sharing cultures and ideas.

Knowledge: Students will apply their knowledge from class
in PE by making connections on how sports (especially
basketball and soccer) made its impact on the world across
different cultures. They will also learn and apply the rules of
the game when playing, sharing responsibilities, and
understanding roles.

Skills: Students will work on hand-eye coordination,
footwork, passing, scoring, defense, and more. They will
work alongside peers to help one another improve their skills
by sharing tips and feedback.




Conceptual Understanding: Students understand that
people can describe themselves and others using specific
vocabulary and grammar. They recognize that language
helps us navigate real-world spaces such as airports and
travel scenarios.

Knowledge: Vocabulary: personality traits, physical
features, descriptions of friends/family, airport and travel
terms. Frequency words: always, often, never, sometimes;
map vocabulary; questions (where, when, with whom).

Skills: Students will write, read, listen, and speak using
descriptive sentences. Students will practice conversations
about travel, ask and answer questions, and give basic
directions using a map.

Theme Who We Are

Central ldea (Please copy the central idea from your UOI)

In this unit we will... (These are the simplified lines of inquiry, written shorter so parents can easily
understand)
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Module 7: Above, Below, and Beyond

Science Connection: Exploration and Discovery
Essential Question: What role does curiosity play in
exploration?

Reading Skills:

e |deas and Support

e Make and Confirm Predictions

e Text Structure

e Text and Graphic Features

e Content-Area Words

e Listening Comprehension

Module 8: A New Home

Social Studies Connection: Cultures

Essential Question: How do people adapt to new
experiences and make a new place home?
Reading Skills:

e Visualize

e Text Structure

e Theme

e Elements of Poetry

e Author’s Craft

Volume:

Building Solids Using Unit Cubes

Understanding and Measuring Volume

Real-world Problems: Volume of Rectangular Prisms
Real-World Problems: Volume of Composite Solids
Line Plots and the Coordinate Plane

Line Plots and the Coordinate Plane:



Making and Interpreting Line plots
Graphing on a Coordinate Plane
Number Patterns and Graphs

Conceptual Understanding:
e Understand how dance can be used as way to
communicate and pass down a culture’s history
e Understand how to break down complex poetic
language into language that is understandable to
modern audiences

Knowledge/Vocabulary: Hula, oral tradition, kumu, iambic
pentameter, subtext, lexicon, rhythm, tone, syntax
Skills:

e Cultural Sensitivity and Appreciation

e Symbolic Thinking

e Empathy and Connection

e Non-Verbal Communication

e Translation and Interpretation

e Analytical Reasoning

e Understanding of Literary Skills

e Communication Skills

Conceptual Understanding

e Art can show personal and cultural identity.



e Symbols, colors, and objects communicate who we
are.

Knowledge

e How can identity be represented in art.
e How artists use symbols and colors to tell stories.

Skills

e Create artwork showing personal or cultural identity.
e Use symbols, colors, and objects to express ideas.
e Explain the meaning of your artwork.

Conceptual Understanding: In this unit, students will focus
on volleyball; they will learn the history, rules of the game,
and how to play. We will reflect on how the game of
volleyball shaped many people's lives around the world and
how it has grown. Students will learn about nutrition, the
importance of sleep, and exercising so they can build an
understanding of how they can take the initiative for their
well-being.

Knowledge: Student will use their knowledge from class to
make connections of “who we are” and relate it to volleyball.
They will use information on how to play the game and rules
to play volleyball and demonstrate their skills. They will be
able to come up with a healthy routine and make healthy
choices for themselves.



Skills: Students will focus on their hand-eye coordination,
dribbling, passing, shooting, and defense skills. They will
work in a team setting working as one on both defense and
offense. They will apply the knowledge they learned to work
on their well-being by building healthy habits.

Conceptual Understanding: Students understand that
cultural practices around travel, appearance, and identity
vary across Spanish-speaking countries. They recognize that
geography influences how people travel, where they go, and
what traditions they experience.

Knowledge:

Vocabulary for travel and descriptions connected to cultural
contexts. Cultural information: airports in Spanish-speaking
countries, traditional clothing styles, common travel
destinations.

Skills: Students will compare simple cultural differences
related to clothing, travel, and physical appearance.
Students will use Spanish sentences to describe how people
in different Spanish-speaking regions travel and dress.

Trimester 3

Theme How the World Works
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Central ldea (Please copy the central idea from your UOI)

In this unit we will... (These are the simplified lines of inquiry, written shorter so parents can easily
understand)

Module 9: Unexpected, Unexplained
Science Connection: Unsolved Mysteries

Essential Question: What makes something mysterious, and
what drives people to solve mysteries?

Reading Skills:

e Author’s Purpose

e Make and Confirm Predictions

e Characters

e Figurative Language

e Listening Comprehension

Module 10: The Lives of Animals

Science Connection: Animal Behaviors

Essential Question: What can we learn about ourselves by
observing and interacting with animals?

Reading Skills:

e Author’s Craft

e Synthesize

* Theme

e Text Structure

e Listening Comprehension

Polygons:

Classifying Triangles

Classifying Polygons




Ratio:

Finding Ratio

Equivalent Ratios
Comparing Three Quantities
Real-World Problems: Ratio

Conceptual Understanding:
e Understand how to take existing pieces of art and use
your own ideas, skills and perspective to create a new
piece of performing art.

Knowledge/Vocabulary: Perspective, interpretation, context,
intent, voice, deconstruction, analysis

Skills:
e Adaptability
e Collaboration
e |eadership
e Organization and Time Management
e Communication
e Problem Solving
e Critical Thinking

Conceptual Understanding
e Art can show how energy is used and transformed.

e Visual symbols and colors can represent movement
and power.



Knowledge

o Different types of energy (renewable and

nonrenewable).

e How energy is converted or transformed in everyday
life.

e How artists use symbols, lines, and colors to show
energy.

Skills

e Create artwork showing energy being used or
transformed.

e Use symbols, colors, and composition to represent
movement or power.

e Explain what the artwork shows about energy and
human progress.

Conceptual Understanding: Students will focus on their
new sports unit, badminton; we will be going over history,
how to play, and rules. Students will learn how badminton
has grown in the world and how it is played around the
world. Itis unique in a sense where players have to play
internationally rather at one country or region.

Knowledge: Students will make connections on how
badminton connects with their current unit “How the World
Works” by looking for similarities.




Skills: Students will work on hand-eye coordination and
foot-eye coordination by having them work together. They
will focus on their footwork by taking minimal steps and
following the correct movements. Hand-eye coordination
will focus on how to work with a racquet while keeping up
with the birdie. They will use strategy to get the best out of
their opponent.

Conceptual Understanding:

Students understand that more complex language
structures (paragraphs, prepositions, comparisons) help
them express detailed ideas. They recognize that writing
allows them to communicate information across cultures.

Knowledge: Vocabulary: paragraph writing terms,
comparison phrases, and prepositions. Grammar: present
tense verbs, comparison structures, and descriptive
language.

Skills: Students will write sentences using comparisons and
prepositions. Students will practice conversations using
detailed descriptions and compare cultural items from
Spanish-speaking countries.

None. We don’t have library classes anymore this year.

Trimester 3

Theme How We Organize Ourselves
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Central ldea (Please copy the central idea from your UOI)

In this unit we will... (These are the simplified lines of inquiry, written shorter so parents can easily
understand)

Module 11: Genre Study: Nonfiction/Informational Text

Reading Skills

e Genre Characteristics: Informational Text
[1 e Centralldea

e Text and Graphic Features

e Text Structure

Writing and Grammar

e Writing: Realistic Story

e Grammar: Review

Module 12: Genre Study: Fiction

Essential Question: What are the characteristics of realistic

fiction?

Reading Skills

e Genre Characteristics: Realistic Fiction

e Literary Elements

e Author’s Craft

e Figurative Language

Writing and Grammar

e Writing: Narrative Poem

e Grammar: Review

Ratio:

Finding Ratio

Equivalent Ratios




Comparing Three Quantities
Real-World Problems: Ratio

Percent:

Fractions, Decimals, and Percent
Percent of a Quantity

Real-World Problems: Percent

Conceptual Understanding: Understand the elements of
improv and how the core philosophy can be applied to daily
life

Knowledge/ Vocabulary: improvise, yes and, active listening,
inquiry, collaborative creativity, process over product

Skills:
e Problem solving
e Confidence
e Cognitive flexibility
e Communication skills
e Quickthinking

Conceptual Understanding

e Art can show teamwork, cooperation, and
responsibility in a community.



Knowledge

e How rules, roles, and responsibilities help
communities.

e How artists use symbols and colors to communicate
ideas.

Skills

e Create artwork showing people working together.
e Use symbols and colors to show teamwork.
e Explain the meaning of the artwork.

Conceptual Understanding: Students will reflect on all the
activities we have worked on this year and the skills we have
worked on. We will review our health units by discussing how
we’ve made changes in our own lives. We will revisit the
sports and games we’ve played this year to show our growth.

Knowledge: Students will use the knowledge they have
gathered this year and go over it to see how far they’ve come
along. We will work on how we organize ourselves by the
habits and actions we take.

Skills: Students will show all the skills they have learned this
year and go over how they have grown this year. Students
will showcase their skills in a variety of games and sports.



Conceptual Understanding: Students understand that
Spanish is used to communicate ideas across diverse
cultures and communities. They recognize that different
Spanish-speaking countries express identity, traditions, and
daily life through language.

Knowledge: Cultural topics: regional foods, celebrations,
school life, and communication styles in Latin America and
Spain. Vocabulary and grammar are used to describe
traditions, school routines, weather, and community roles.

Skills: Students will identify cultural similarities and
differences and express them in basic Spanish sentences.
Students will participate in conversations and write short
texts connecting grammar structures to cultural themes.



